The role of lymphadenectomy in penile cancer.
In patients with squamous carcinoma of the penis, the presence and extent of metastases involving the inguinal nodes are the most important factors predictive of survival. Favorable prognostic indicators of cure in surgically treated patients in whom metastases develop include: (1) minimal nodal disease, (2) unilateral involvement, (3) no evidence of extranodal extension of cancer, and (4) absence of pelvic nodal metastases. Prophylactic lymphadenectomy in select patients at high risk for metastasis seems reasonable in lieu of prospective randomized trials because novel procedures have significantly decreased the morbidity of surgical staging. Patients with poor prognostic indicators either before or after surgery should be considered for multimodal therapy.